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This project seeks to understand the international causes and consequences of 
nuclear latency, defined as a state’s possession of technical capabilities that 
enable—but fall short of—acquisition of nuclear weapons. A range of 
technological assets are needed to construct nuclear weapons, but two 
requirements stand out as having particular importance: (1) the materials and 
technical expertise required to fabricate an explosive device and (2) the capacity to 
produce fissile material (i.e., plutonium or enriched uranium). This project will also 




To achieve the project objectives, the investigation will utilize a mixed-methods 
research design employing statistical analysis and historical process-tracing on a 
series of case studies.  The project will identify the conditions under which latency 
benefits or burdens states in international interactions. In addition, this project will 
illuminate the determinants of nuclear latency by examining what factors influence 
a state’s decision to pursue fuel-cycle technology. It will also create an expanded 
dataset of latency measures.   
